Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment

Themes

· Born out of Renaissance secularism and investigating why things occurred.

· The Enlightenment came out of the SciRev, ‘members’ wished to bring the same progress to human affairs that their predecessors had done to scientific thought.

· In the SciRev, scientists considered themselves Natural Philosophers as they were asking questions about the universe. It was not necessarily secular and often included God into the equation.

· The churches opposed the ideas where it was proposed that the Earth was not the center of the universe because, then what makes us special?

· The scientific revolution was prompted by ship captains needing better maps and thus instruments were developed to allow them to chart their positions. In addition, it was trade that allowed rich families such as the Medici’s of Florence to patronize Galileo.

· The religion of a country had little effect on how it viewed the scientific revolution. In places such as the Netherlands and Denmark, they were ‘pro-science’ as there was little religious authority to impose its views.

· In England, due to divisive religious issues (remember the English Civil War) the Royal Society (of Science) agreeded to discuss only ‘neutral’ science so as not to offend the political and religious elements. This laid a foundation for the secularism of science.

· States often created Scientific academies because ‘having more science’ was seen as being linked to national standing. In addition, women were generally disbarred from scientific research (unlike in the renaissance) because the academies were generally closed to women. However, women were still a relatively major part of the SciRev. Women were often part of corresponces, so although they were disbarred from the academies, they were still a part of the SciRev.

· Science had little practical application until the industrial revolution, and the peasants basically remained ‘poor bloody peasants’ because knowing how motion works, for example, doesn’t really help the peasants.
· A spread in the more secular ideas about science was helped by the 30 Years War. Initialy people believed that a strong religion created a strong state and that they should fight and die for it. With the failure to impose religious unity creating the 30YW, people wondered if religious conformity was necessary. Skeptics took it farther and denounced religion as it could not be established with absolute certainty that it existed.

· Europe was forced to reexamine its own customs after experiencing different customs from around the world. Truth and morality were looked at as relative rather than absolutes.

· It is commonly (and incorrectly) viewed that the enlightenment took place only in France. While France had the largest followers of the Enlightenment movement, it occurred in many other places such as the Balkans, Germany, Russia, and many other places. 

· The types of books people wanted to read changed, mainly an increase in books on the sciences and the arts. Because French authorities banned many of the books they were smuggled in from the more liberal places in Europe (Netherlands and Switzerland). Many of the books criticized many political figures saying they were involved in debauchery and their mistresses controlled the power. This lead to a decrease in confidence of the monarchy. People reading more secular books has also been called the ‘Reading Revolution’.

· It was popular to hold meetings in ‘salons’ to discuss philosophical and scientific works as in theory the better informed you were the more ‘Enlightened’ you were. This also allowed an discussion on more radical ideas as it was not censored by the authorities. The salons also gave women a chance to have and exercise more power. In addition, the salons focused Enlightenment thought. Nothing was considered off limits to be discussed.

· A style called ‘rococo’ appeared that was similar to baroque but with a more feminine style to it.

· There was a trend for more rights to women, although the male philosophers did not was equal rights for women. Elite women were not particularly bothered by this as they still had more rights than many men.

· The peasants were not completely unaffected by the Enlightenment. They could gain access to the more general ideas through pamphlets and public readings. But in the whole, their condition changed little.

· The idea of racial differences developed during the Enlightenment because the philosophers wanted to explain why different cultures had differing amounts of success and physical differences. In addition, many viewed the order of biology as a hierarchy with Caucasian/European at the top and the other ethnic groups farther down the hierarchy.

· This was the first time human skin color was compared to animal species as a method of identification.

· This idea was challenged but the challengers were in the minority. 

· Because in most of Europe the royalty were considered an institution, philosophes decided that a benevolent absolutist system of govt. was the best. This was promoted because only upper class members of society were considered ‘philosophes’ and many upper class members were part of the govt. An absolutist leader trying to rule in accordance with enlightenment philosophy was considered ideal, and called enlightened absolutism.

· The Enlightenment was not the same everywhere, much like the Renaissance. In France the enlightenment attack religion while in Germany the enlightenment generally supported it.

· Poland was divided up in the Partition of 1795 between Russia, Prussia, and Austria. Poland had grown exceptionally weak because the Diet had affirmed its right to elect a king, but the diet could be ‘exploded’ (dissolved) if there was one dissenting vote. Russia and Austria agreed to include Prussia on the Partition because they were all looking to expand territory peacefully, and Austria/Russia didn’t want to have a northern war because tensions between them and the Ottomans were rising.

· Read page 615-16 for a summing up of enlightened absolutism.
